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Small Budget In-house Research Grant* 

 

 

Background and rationale  

 UPV now has four (4) research funding windows1 that allow researchers to 
simultaneously implement projects of various scales. However, none of these explicity allows 
undergraduate students who are enrolled in academic courses like Special Problem or 
Undergraduate Thesis to implement small studies. 

 Almost all colleges of UPV have as part of their curriculum courses like Special Problem, 
Undergraduate Thesis, or similarly named courses that involved research as a 
requirement for graduation. Some UPV students, especially those belonging to lower income 
brackets, are sometimes burdened by the financial requirements of these subjects because 
of limited funding sources for these small studies.  

 Although some faculty members provide assistance by allowing students to participate in on-
going research projects, funded projects are not always available to accommodate all students in 
need. 

 Some completed research projects generate voluminous data that may potentially yield valuable 
new knowledge if given more time and effort for further analysis. It is therefore worthwhile also 
to look at these erstwhile ignored data sets to maximize the benefits from the funds used for 
these research projects. 

 This proposal therefore seeks to introduce another research grant window to allow all faculty 
members to cater to their students who are enrolled in Special Problem, Undergraduate 
Thesis, or similarly named courses involving research possibly for implementing new 
projects or revisiting data from completed projects. 

 

Objectives 

This proposal seeks: 

 To mobilize research funds for use by undergraduate students with courses in Special Problem 
or Undergraduate Thesis; 

 To enhance the capacity of faculty members to cater to the needs of their students; and 

 To maximize the outputs from funded research projects. 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
*
 Prepared by RPBabaran. Approved by the UPV Management Committee on 9 July 2013. Recommended for 

approval by the UPV Executive Committee on 16 July 2013. 
1
 These are: 1) Thesis/Dissertation Support Grant; 2) Regular In-house Research Grant; 3) Mentored Research 

Grant; and 4) Leveraged Research Grant. 
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Mechanics 

 Applicants and applicability of the funds 

1. Faculty members who are given credits to supervise the studies of undergraduate 
students enrolled courses such as Special Problem, Undergraduate Thesis, or similarly 
named courses that involve research may apply for this research grant. 

2. This funding may not be used for activities that may be required as part of regular 
courses. 

 Levels of funding, allocation of funds, and releases 

1. Within a given school year, a faculty member may apply for a maximum grant of up to 
P100,000, which may be used to fund no less than two but no more than three related 
studies to be assigned to at least two (2) students. Therefore, academic units must 
devise an internal mechanism to assign at least two (2) students per faculty member. 

2.  The maximum budget for each student is P15,000, but the total research budget shall not 
exceed P45,000. These shall be used mainly for a) supplies and materials, b) labor hire 
to fabricate experimental setup, and c) equipment rental. No part of this fund shall be 
used as payment for enumerators. Limited transportation and traveling expenses for field 
work may be allowed, subject to the recommendation of a Proposal Review Board that shall 
be constituted for this grant. The board’s recommendation shall be made part of the contract 
as “ANNEX B”. 

3. All field work must be supported by travel insurance and a conforme signed by the students’ 
parents/guardians, attached to the contract as ANNEX C. 

4. The grant includes an allocation of P50,000, subject to liquidation of previous fund releases, for 
the faculty member who may use this amount either as: 

o Honoraria if the research results in an accepted peer-reviewed publication, or 
patented technology, or copyrighted software; or 

o As payment for transportation, traveling allowance, or registration fees for 
accepted oral or poster presentation in a national or international conference 

5. If necessary, an additional contingency fund of up to P5,000 may be granted for 
supplemental data gathering. 

6. All releases shall be made by activity upon request. For monitoring purposes, a summary of 
expenses and a copy of every receipt for items purchased or services paid shall be 
submitted to the OVCRE before the next request of funds can be released. 

 Intellectual property rights 

1. Any output or publication resulting from this grant shall be jointly authored by the 
adviser and advisees. However, a student without any significant contribution to the 
research may not be included as a co-author. 

2. Existing university policies on intellectual property rights shall cover outputs of this grant. 

 Proposal Deadline and Review process 

1. Proposals for funding consideration under this window shall be entertained by the OVCRE at 
the start of each semester. 
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2. Each academic unit shall create among its faculty members a specific Students’ Proposal 
Review Committee to collectively evaluate students' proposals. 

3. The academic unit shall decide when to schedule this evaluation meeting and shall inform the 
OVCRE at least a week in advance.  During this meeting the VCRE, or an assigned representative 
of the OVCRE to be drawn from UPV’s pool of faculty members/scientists, or both shall attend 
this proposal evaluation meeting. 

 Required outputs 

 Successful completion of mentored students, AND any of the following: 

1. An accepted manuscript in a peer-reviewed publication, preferably with the PJNS or PJSSH, 
or as part of proceedings of a national or international conference; or 

2. A patented technology; or 

3. A copyrighted product (like software) with operations manual. 

 

Other related provisions 

 The previous policy on honorarium for undergraduate student thesis advisers (160th BOR 
Meeting, 23 May 2002), if applicable, shall be deemed waived when this grant is availed. 

 A faculty member may apply for an International Publication Award for any qualified output 
from this grant. 

 A faculty member may still apply for UPV's Research Dissemination Grant (RDG), provided the 
research paper for the RDG application is not an output of this grant. 

 Faculty members may not use approved grants through this funding window to request for 
Research Load Credits. 

 Faculty members constituting the Students’ Proposal Review Committee shall be given honoraria 
based on existing university policy. 

 Except for justifiable cause, a faculty member who wishes to reapply for subsequent rounds 
of this funding window may only be recommended when the responsibilities related to student 
mentoring on research and other required outputs of this grant are fully complied with. 

 

Performance review 

 Some of these guidelines are now for prospective implementation with projects that will be 
funded starting in SY 2013-2014. 

 Three years after its implementation, this initiative will be evaluated for possible revision. 


