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Introduction 

 

Thesis and dissertation are recognized research activities, although they technically 

fall under the ‘teaching’ or ‘education’ mandate of the university. This initiative seeks 

to provide a grant to support the theses or dissertations of graduate students of UPV. 

It is just the first phase of an overall strategy for UPV to implement research-enabled 

graduate education programs. This strategy seeks to bolster UP’s designation as a 

research university. 

 

Rationale 

 

Generating new knowledge through the theses and dissertation works need not 

compromise the responsibility of the university to ensure that students will graduate on 

time. However, previous attempts to realize these dual objectives have not been 

successful due to issues related to possible delays in a student’s graduation schedule, 

authorship, and rights of students or adviser, among others. This initiative will finally put 

all these issues to rest. 

 

Budget is usually insufficient for the research activities that are planned by students as 

part of their thesis or dissertation. Meanwhile, students with scholarship normally 

experience delays because they get their thesis or dissertation budgets months after 

the approval of their proposed activities. Also, under current practices, thesis does 

not always lead to a publication in an ISI-journal, and this limits the benefits from 

enormous amounts of man-hours used for these research activities. But, funding 

theses and dissertations is much cheaper and potentially has better throughput in 

terms of publications; therefore, it is important to introduce enabling mechanisms to 

implement this initiative. 

 

Goal and Objectives 

 

This initiative will enable UPV’s graduate programs to sustain and accelerate the 

generation of new knowledge along its mandates in the fields of fisheries and 

aquatic sciences. For this initial phase, the proposal aims to present a mechanism to 

financially support graduate students who are conducting their theses and 

dissertations. 

 

Mechanics 

 

1. The university, through the OVCRE, shall create a separate fund for thesis and 

dissertation support. This fund shall be treated as part of the regular research 

budget of the university. 

2. The maximum grant per student shall be up to P50,000 for thesis or up to P75,000 

for dissertation. Upon approval, the whole amount shall be given directly to the 

student. 

3. The grant shall be awarded only to qualified and interested graduate students 

even if other funding sources for thesis or dissertation are availed of. However, the 

grant must conform to the university’s standard clearance guidelines after 

graduation. 
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4. Any graduate student with an approved thesis or dissertation proposal is qualified 

for this grant. To avail of the grant, he/she must make a formal request that is 

endorsed by the adviser to the OVCRE. 

5. The university, through the OVCRE, shall evaluate the student’s request and shall 

prepare a contract with the following stipulations: 

a. The student’s adviser shall be responsible for closely supervising the 

performance of the student to ensure that he/she will graduate on time. 

b. The student and the adviser must already identify a target ISI-listed journal 

where a manuscript shall be submitted and whose Guide to Authors shall 

be used later as basis for evaluating the output for this grant. 

c. The student shall always be the main author in all publications from the 

thesis or dissertation thus, he/she must be responsible for preparing the 

formatted manuscript following the Guide to Authors of the targeted 

journal. However, submission of a completed manuscript must be made 

within 6 months after the date of graduation. Beyond this period, the 

adviser shall, for and in behalf of the university, take over the student’s 

responsibility of generating a publication out of the funded thesis or 

dissertation. In this capacity, he/she may also assume the main authorship 

for the publication. 

The adviser shall always act as the corresponding author; the university 

authorizes the adviser with this oversight function to ensure that its interest 

in relation to this grant is adequately protected. 

In case an adviser is already supporting a student’s thesis or dissertation 

from a research project, the prerogative to be the main author rests with 

the adviser, although he/she may waive this right in favor of the student. 

The student and adviser may jointly decide to include other co-authors in 

a publication. 

d. Once a manuscript is submitted to the targeted ISI-indexed journal within 6 

months after the student’s graduation, the adviser shall notify the OVCRE 

of this action. The OVCRE shall then issue a certificate clearing the student 

of his financial obligation in relation to the grant. However, if the thesis or 

dissertation potentially leads to a patented product, the reckoning period 

for this submission requirement shall start from the acceptance date of a 

patented work. 

e. In case a submitted manuscript is rejected, the adviser shall make 2 

additional submission attempts within a period of one year to other ISI-

indexed journals, or finally to a non-ISI, peer-review journal until the 

manuscript gets accepted. For clearance purposes, the adviser shall 

submit to the OVCRE documentary evidence/s of submissions made to 

journals. 

f. The adviser shall always retain a duplicate copy of all raw data resulting 

from the thesis or dissertation. 

g. As part of the evaluation process, the student shall be required to present 

his/her work as part of a university-organized symposium that will be 

organized annually for graduate students by the OVCRE and UPV’s 

Graduate Program Office. 

h. UPV’s support must be explicitly acknowledged in all published 

manuscripts. 

6. The OVCRE shall monitor all funded theses and dissertations and shall evaluate 

the impact of this initiative within a period of two years. 


